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A  sharp  reduction  in  livestock  feed  rations  for  this  fall  and  winter, 
recently  announced  by  Britain's  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  is  ejected  to 
cause  19^-o-H7  production  of  milk,  pork,  bacon,  and  eggs  to  drop  below 
last  year's  output.     Consequently,  next  winter's  milk  production  may  be 
o  or  10  percent  less  than  last.     It  is  believed  that  pig  marketings  may 
be  15  to  IS  percent  less. 

Egypt's  19^5  cotton  acreage,  according  to  a  preliminary  official 
estimate,  is  placed  at  1, 257 » 000  acres,  compared  with  a  preliminary  es- 
timate of  1,022,000  acres  in  19^5  and  a  final  estimate  of  1,020,000. 

Monopoly  estimates  place  Turkey's  1QU6  tobacco  crop  at  178  million 
pounds  from  250,000  acres,  or  about  22  percent  above  the  19^5  outturn 
of  1Mb  million  pounds. 

The  Italian  Tobacco  Monopoly  estimates  a  19U6  tobacco  outturn  of 
about'  121  million  pounds,  or  about  three  times  the  19U5  crop.  During 
the  prewar  (1935-1S39)  period,  production  averaged  96  million  pounds 
annually . 

Floods  in  southeast  Bengal,  India's  leading  rice-producing  Province, 
have  caused  extensive  damage  to  the  19H6-U7  rice  crop.     Ihis  crop  is  now 
being  planted. 

Preliminary  estimates  place  the  19U6  crop   of  tobacco  in  Rumania  at 
20.5  million  pounds,  compared  with  an  average  prewa,r  ( 1935~19:z'9)  ^ro- 
duction  of  about  29  million. 

Cuba's  bright  outlook  for  domestic  food  production  continues,  with 
the  only  adverse  factor  being  lack  of  rain  in  recent  weeks  which  has 
caused  rice  growers  to  lag  on  their  usual  planting  schedules.  Prospects 
a,re  encouraging  for  a  good  19^7  sugar  crop,  and  production  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  remain  at  a,  high  level.    The  import  situation  for  grains 
and  grain  products  and  vegetable  oils,  however,  has  shown  no  improvement. 

lanaxLian  ceiling  prices  on  imported  citrus  fruits  remain  unchanged 
under  a  new  import  price  policy.    All  Canadian  prices  as  a  result  of  a 
change  in  the  rate  of  exchange  have  risen  10  percent  in  terms  of  United 
States  currency. 

Feather  conditions  in  the  Motherlands  have  been  none  too  favorable. 
Rains  in  la.te  May  and  June,  however,  helped  recovery  from  the  dry  period 
in  late  April  and  early  May,  which  retarded  pastures  and  the  hay  crop. 
vinter~*grain  condition  ranges  from  lesc  than  favorable  in  the  north  to 
better  in  the  south,  though  summer  grains  have  not  recovered  as  well  from 
the  April— May  dry  Swell .  •  :  "'  - 
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WORLD  SHELLED  -ALMOND  OUTPUT  ABOVE  AVERAGE  l/ 

The  1946  forecast  of  shelled -almond  production  in  the  six  leading 
foreign  commercial -producing  countries  is  73,300  short  tons,  compared  with 
81,100  tons  in  1945  and       200  tone  In  l$kk.    If  actually  produced  a  crop 
of  the  size  forecast      ilc.  be  the  third  largest  3 -J nee  1938,  exceeding  the 
5 -year  (I9k0-l$kh)  average  of  59,000  tons  by  24  percent. 

Increases  in  production  over  the  preceding  year  were  recorded  in  "V" 
French  Morocco,  Iriin^^and  Portugal.    The  forecast  for  Spain  shows  a  modest 
decline  while  that  for  Italy  is  21  percent  below  the  near -record  crop  of 
the  previous  year.    Though  final -check  data  on  the  1945  Italian  crop  are 
not  yet  available,  there  is  a  reason  to  believe  that  the  estimate  may  be 
revised  upward  when  such  data  become  available.    Sicilian  production  this 
year  is  placed  at  12,100  tons,  compared  with  20,000  tons  last  year,  and 
that  in  Apulia,  Abruzzi    and  Molise  (Bari  district)  at  20,900  tons,  com- 
pared with  22,000  tons  in  1945.    Quantitative  data  for  the  relatively  un- 
important French  crop  have  not  yet  been  received,  but  other  indications 
point  to  an  average  production. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED:    Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

19^6  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Country 


Average 

1940- 
1944 

:  1935- 
:  1944 

:  1944 

:  1945 

:     1946  a/ 

Short 
tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

800  : 
1,400  : 
6,200  : 

23,800  : 
1,600  : 

25,200  : 

700 
2,100 

y  = 
27,300 

2,300 

24,100 

1,000: 
600 : 

5,300 
22,700- 

1,700: 
20,900- 

500  ■ 
3,300- 
:  6,600 
42,000- 

2,300- 

26,400: 

b/  600 
3,800 
8,800 

33,000 
2,900 

24,200 

59,000  : 

e/  57,000 

52,200: 

81,100: 

b/  73,300 

15,000  : 

14,700. 

c/  21,000: 

c/  23,800: 

35,100 

France   

French  Morocco 

Iran  

Italy   

Portugal   

Spain   

Foreign  total 
United "States 

(unshelled)  f / , 


Compiled  from  trade  and  official  sources,    a/    Preliminary,    b/    The  1946 
preliminary  estimate  for  France  not  yet  available.    The  1939-1943  average 
of  600  short  tons  has  been  used.    To  be  revised,    cj    Revised.    d_/  Not 
available,    e/    Excluding  Iran,  f/    California  only. 

Growing  conditions  in  most  countries  were  satisfactory  during  the 
season  to  date.    Reports  from  Spain  indicate  that  the  crop  now  being  har- 
vested experienced  some  damage  early  in  the  season  from  severe  weather 
in  scattered  sections  of  the  Provinces  of  Almeria  and  Granada. 
Tj    A  more  extensive  statement  on  this  subject  is  available  upon  request 
to  the  Division  of  Foreign  Information  and  Statistics,  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations . 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  52,  No.  29 


Abundant  rains  late  in  the  season  in  the  lowland  areas  of  Spain  in- 
creased the  size  of  the  nuts,  and  growers  now  anticipate  that  for  the 
most  part,  kernels  will  be  large.    Kernels  counting  30/34  and  27 /30  are 
reported  scarce. 

Though  weather  conditions  were  favorable  in  Iran  during  the  past  few 
years,  a  large  number  of  trees  were  reported  to  have  been  cut  down,  parti- 
cularly in  Azerbaijan  Province,  because  of  the  abnormally  high  prices  for 
firewood  and  the  difficulty  in  marketing  nuts.    With  the  effects  of  war- 
time neglect  and  damage  in  French  Morocco  and  Italy  gradually  being  over- 
come, these  countries  are  expected  to  attain  their  prewar  production  levels 
within  a  relatively  short  time.    The  large  1945  and  1946  Italian  production 
might  indicate  that  this  point  had  already  been  reached,  but  these  larger 
crops  were  due  mainly  to  favorable  weather  and  young  acreage  coming  into 
bearing . 

Quantitative  date  of  carry-over  stocks  from  the  1945  crop  of  almonds 
are  not  available  for  all  countries  at  this  time,  but  stocks  are  not  con- 
sidered to  be  excessive  in  view  of  the  large  production. 

Almond  imports  into  the  United  States  in  recent  years  have  come  al- 
most entirely  from  Spain  and  Portugal.    Demand  for  Spanish  almonds  in  the 
United  States  during  the  war  and  last  season  was  heavy,  but  with  the 
record-large  19*+5  California  crop  interest  among  importers  here  has 
slackened.    Only  a  small  part  of  stocks  on  hand  in  Portugal  and  Spain  on 
July  1  were  reported  to  be  of  a  grade  and  quality  of  interest  to  United 
States  importers.    While  the  Italian  almond -export  trade  has  revived, 
imports  into  this  country  have  come  largely  from  Sicily  where  prices  are 
considerably  below  those  for  almonds  in  the  Bari  district. 

UNITED  STATES:     Imports  of  shelled  almonds  (for  consumption) 


from  specified  countries,  1945-46  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 

:  French 
: Morocco 

!  Italy 

Spain 

, Portugal 

:  Other 
: countries 

!  Total 

.  Short  : 

Short  • 

Short  : 

Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  tons  : 

tons  ; 

tons 

:  tons 

tons 

.  tons 

Average  -  : 

1940-41  to  1944-45 

10 .  : 

IT 

•  3,076 

799  ' 

304 

4,206 

1941-42   

23  : 

2 

17  : 

^93  : 

1 ,000  : 

1,5^3 

1942-43   • 

:       1  : 

0  : 

14  . 

480 

121  : 

616 

1943-44   

0  : 

0 

6,930 

1,271  : 

53 

8,254 

1944-45   : 

15  : 

0  : 

8,061 

1,218 

;'      31  : 

9,325 

1945-46  b/  : 

28 

73  : 

6,516  : 

^93  : 

55  i 

7,165 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

a/    Crop  year  basis,  September -August .    b/    September    1945  through  April  1946 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the  Committee 
was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  C.  M.  Purves,  W.  R.  Schreiber, 
A.  I.  Tannous,  and  L.  B.  Bacon. 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS— 

CANADA'S  GRAIN  OUTLOOK 
GOOD;  WHEAT  CROP  LARGER 

The  condition  of  the  grain  crop  in  Canada  is  generally  favorable,  with 
a  higher -than -average  wheat  crop  in  prospect.    The  condition  of  other  grains, 
though  better  than  a  year  ago,  was  still  below  average  at  the  end  of  June. 

The  numerical  condition  of  the  growing  wheat  crop,  as  of  June  30,  was 
officially  placed  at  122  percent  of  the  long-time  average  yield  per  acre. 
The  condition  a  year  earlier  was  reported  at  average,  or  100  percent.  While 
no  official  estimates  will  be  available  until  September,  on  the  basis  of  the 
present  proBpects  a  crop  of  more  than  hOQ  million  bushels  seems  indicated. 
Ultimate  yields,  however,  naturally  depend  on  weather  conditions  up  to  the 
time  of  harvest,  as  well  as  to  the  extent  of*  any  damage  from  plant  disease 
or  insect  infestation  that  may  occur  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Weather  conditions  in  the  important  wheat -growing  Prairie  Provinces 
have  been  favorable,  and  the  condition  of  wheat  at  the  end  of  June  was 
above  average  in  all  three  Provinces.    The  best  conditions  were  reported 
for  Alberta  with  yields  estimated  at  127  percent  of  the  long-time  average. 
This  is  in  sharp  contrast  with  conditions  a  year  earlier  when  Alberta's 
situation  was  the  least  favorable  of  any  of  the  Provinces,  as  placed  at 
73  percent  of  average. 

Wheat  prospects  are  also  well  above  average  in  Saskatchewan,  where  a 
condition  figure  of  123  percent  is  reported,  contrasting  with  109  percent 
a  year  earlier.    The  outlook  in  Manitoba,  where  the  best  prospects  were 
reported  last  year,  were  least  favorable  of  any  of  the  Prairie  Provinces 
at  the  end  of  June  19^6.    The  condition  figure  of  103  percent  contrasts 
with  135  percent  a  year  earlier. 

Growing  conditions  during  the  first  half-  of  July  were  reported  good. 
Heavy,  well  distributed  rains  combined  with  warmer  weather  were  said  to 
have  induced  rapid  growth  of  crops  throughout  *the  wheat  belt.  The  good 
prospects  in  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  were  Well  maintained  and  marked  im- 
provement was  reported  over  the  greater  part  of  Manitoba.  No  serious  in- 
sect infestation  had  been  reported. up  to  mid-July.  Local  .hail  damage  had 
been  reported  in  some  districts,  particularly  in  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan. 

Dry  weather  early  in  the  season  in  parts  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
retarded  germination  and  growth  of  feed  grains,  and  in  some  areas  stands 
are  thin  with  light  yields  in  prospect.    Of  the  feed  grains,  the  mixed- 
grain  crop  was  in  the  best  condition  on  June  30,  as  reported  at  96  percent 
of  the  long-time  average  yields.    The  oats  prospects  come  next,  with  a 
condition  of  89  percent,  or  slightly  better  than  last  year's  figure  of  82 
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percent.  .Rye,  reported  at  86  percent  of  average,  and  barley  at  8*)-,  were  - 
both  slightly  better  than  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1945. 

U.  K.  GRAIN  YIELDS 
SEEN  ABOVE  AVERAGE 

Grain  prospects  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  favorable  on  July  1,  and 
condition  figures  on  that  date  indicated  that  yields  will  be  somewhat  better 
than  the  average  for  the  10  years  ended  with  1945.    Wheat  and  oats  yields 
are  expected  to  be  slightly  better  than  in  last  year.    Expected  barley 
yields,  while  better  than  average,  are  not  up  to  the  high  level  of  1945. 

Wheat  and  barley  promise  the  best  yields  in  England  and  Scotland, 
with  less  favorable  prospects  for  Wales.    Oats  ydelds  are  indicated  to  be 
largest  in  England  and  Wales,  while  yields  in  Scotland  are  less  promising. 

Sunshine  is  needed  in  all  districts  for  proper  development  of  grain 
crops,  according  to  latest  reports.    Scattered  storms  have  caused  heavy 
local  crop  damage  in  many  districts.    Early  barley,  particularly,  is  re- 
ported to  be  badly  lodged  and  will  be  difficult  to  harvest. 


l/  The  Grain  Section  is  continued  on  page  447. 

COTTON  MP  OTHER  FIBERS 

WEEKLY  COTTON  PRICES  ^ 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 


COTTON:    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
and  qualtities  in  specific  markets  


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 

-.Date 
:1946 

:    Unit  of 
:  weight 

:               :Price  in: Equivalent 
•Unit  of": foreign  :U.  S.  cents 
: currency: currency: per  pound 

Alexandria 

:Kantar 

• 

:  26.30 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F  

:T-H 

:  99.05  lbs. 

:Tallari 

:  31.50 

Giza  7,  F.G.F  

•  7-11 

:  99.05  lbs. 

Tallari 

:    Not  quoted 

Karnak,  F.G.F  

:7-ll 

:  99.05  lbs. 

Tallari 

:  36.00 

:  30.06 

Bombay 

: Candy  : 

462.00 

7-11 

:  784  lbs .  : 

Rupee 

:  17.79 

Kampala,  East  African  . : 

7-11 

:  784  lbs.  : 

Rupee 

850.00 

:  32.72 

Buenos  Aires  : 

:Metric  ton  : 

:  27.96 

7-13 

:  2204.6  lbs.: 

Peso  : 

2070.00 

Lima  : 

: Sp . quintal  : 

7-13 

:  101. 4  lbs.: 

Sol  : 

Not  quoted 

Recife  : 

:Arroba  : 

20.28 

Mata,  Type  5  . .... 

7-12 

:  33.07  lbs.: 

Cruzeiro: 

125.00  : 

7-12 

:  33.07  lbs.: 

Cruzeiro: 

125.00  : 

20.28 

Sao  Paulo  : 

:Arroba  : 

27.66 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 

7-12 

'.:  33.07  lbs.: 

Cruzeiro: 

170.50  : 

Torreon  : 

:Sp. quintal  : 

106.25  : 

7-12 

:  101.4  lbs.: 

Peso 

21.55 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 
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TOBACCO 

CHINA'S  FLUE -CURED 
TOBACCO  CROP  DOWN 

Preliminary  estimates  place  the  19^6  crop  of  flue -cured  tobacco  in 
China  at  about  80  million  pounds.    The  leaf  is  expected  to.be  of  low 
quality,  owing  to  deterioration  of  seed,  shortage  of  fertilizers,  and  lack 
of  proper  attention.    During  the  period  1935-1939,  production  of  flue- 
cured  leaf  in  China  average  about  150  million  pounds.    Production  data 
for  the  war  years  are  not  available,  since  most  of  the  flue -cured  area 
was  under  Japanese  occupation. 

DOMINICAN  TOBACCO 
EXPORT  SALES  SLOW 

Reports  indicate  that  export  sales  of  the  large  19^5 -^6  tobacco  crop 
in  the  Dominican  Republic  are  moving  slowly,  although  early  season  indi- 
cations pointed  to  heavy  demands  at  favorable  prices.    By  mid-June  only 
a  small  quantity  of  the  total  crop,  now  estimated  at  55  million  pounds, 
has  been  sold  and  was  disposed  of  at  the  minimum  price  established  by 
the  Government . 

Foreign  exchange  difficulties  appear  to  be  hampering  disposition  of 
the  Republic's  large  tobacco  surplus.    European  buyers  have  apparently 
preferred  to  purchase  leaf  elsewhere,  where  payment  in  dollars  is  not  re- 
quired.   In  prewar  years,  the  Republic  exported  about  13.7  million  pounds 
annually,  chiefly  to  European  countries.    In  19^5,  exports  amounted  to 
about  20.4  million  pounds,  the  largest  quantity  since  193^. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

ARGENTINA  SETS  BUYING 
PRICES  ON  OILSEEDS 

The  Argentine  Government  has  established  buying  prices  for  flaxseed, 
rapeseed,  sunflower  seed,  peanuts,  and  their  products,  also  for  cotton- 
seed oil,  cake,  and  meal.    Purchases  are  to  be  made  by  the  Agricultural 
Production  Regulating  Board,  and  prices  are  f .o.b.,  bagged,  on  cars  in 
the  Port  of  Buenos  Aires.    All  vegetable  oils,  with  the  exception  of  lin- 
seed oil, were  higher  than  the  United  States  ceiling  price  in  New  York  on 
June  30. 

The  fixed  prices  apply  to  present  and  future  stocks  regardless  of 
the  harvest  from  which  they  were  derived  unless  modified  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Central  Bank  of  the  Argentine  Republic.    The  Bank  is  given  the 
privilege  of  establishing  quotas  of  oilseeds  for  crushing  plants,  also 
domestic  and  export  prices.    So  far  export  prices  have  not  been  announced. 
This  is  the  first  time  since  Government  buying  was  initiated  that  rape- 
aeed  and  peanuts  have  been  included. 
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ARGENTINA:    Government  buying  prices  for  specified  vegetable 

________   oilseeds  and  oils 

:  Price  in  :      Price  in  United 

Commodity  :  Argentine  currency    :      States  currency  

:          Pesos  per          :         Dollars  per    :  Unit  of 
  :  100  kilograms      ;   unit  :  weight 


Flaxseed  :  35.00  :  2.65  :  Bushel 

Rapeseed   :  35.00           .  :  94.52  :Short  ton 

Sunflower  seed  :  2&\00  :  75.62  :Short  ton 

Peanuts  (shelled)  44.00  :  118.84  :Short  ton 

Linseed  oil   :  .99  :  .133  :  Pound 

Rapeseed  oil  1.05  :  .142  :  Pound 

Sunflower  seed  oil  ..:  1,21  :  .163  :  Pound 

Peanut  oil   :  1,15  :  .155  :  Pound 

Cottonseed  oil   :  1.-18  :  .159  :  Pound 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

In  addition,  the  following  prices  apply  to  oilseed  cake,  in  pesos 
per  metric  ton    (dollars  per  short  ton  shown  in  parentheses):  Linseed, 
200  ($54,01);  rapeseed,  208  ($56.17);  sunflower  seed,  230  ($62.12); 
peanut,  230  ($62.12);  and  cottonseed,  210  ($56.72).    Extracted  meals  are 
approximately  25  pesos  ($6.75)  less. 

GUATEMALA  IMPORTS 
MORE  FATS  AND  OILS 

The  1945  Guatemalan  imports  of  vegetable  fats  and  oils  totaled 
352,230  pounds,  34  percent  above  last  year's  imports,  but  only  20  percent 
of  the  1938-1940  averageof  1,810,000  pounds.    Of  the  1945  imports  64,520 
pounds  were  cottonseed  oil  and  17,384  pounds  olive  oil,  the  largest  amounts  of 
these  commodities  brought    into  Guatemala  since  194l.    Shortening  and  in- 
dustrial oils  made  up  the  bulk  of  the  remainder.    The  United  States  was 
the  principal  source  of  supply. 

Oilseed  exports  from  Guatemala  in  1945  consisted  entirely  of  unshelled 
peanuts  amounting  to  209,661  pounds,  a  rise  over  the  136,674  pounds  in 
1944.    Shipments  went  exclusively  to  British  Honduras  and  Panama.  The 
prevailing  varieties  are  "Jumbo"  and  "Valencia",  although  some  "Spanish" 
peanuts  are  produced.    Owing  to  the  limited  oilseed -crushing  facilities, 
no  vegetable  oils  are  exported. 

BOLIVIA  LIFTS  CURBS 
ON  EDIBLE-OIL  IMPORTS 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  oilseeds  in  Bolivia,  a  new  decreee  has  been 
promulgated  which  temporarily  suspends     the     articles  of  decree  No.  330, 
May  21,  1945,  which  restricts  the  purchase  of  edible  oils  from  foreign 
sources.    The  year -old  decree  was  designed  to  encourage  the  domestic  pro- 
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duction  of  oilseeds  and  oil  by  placing  import  duties  on  imported  edible 
oils  after  19^5  and  by  restricting  foreign  exchange  for  these  purchases. 

Note ;    In  the  July  1  issue,  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  the  article  on 
Lebanon  (page  399)  should  have  stated  that  increased  peanut  and  sesame 
acreages  in  1946  are  expected  instead  of  "exported"  and  that  small  quantities 
of  flaxseed  and  insignificant  amounts  of  cottonseed,  soybeans,  and  cas- 
tor beans  are  also  produced,  instead  of  "purchased." 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

SWISS  CATTLE  NUMBERS 
RISE,  FEWER  HOGS 

The  April  1946  census  of  livestock  in  Switzerland  reveals  a  6-percent 
decline  in  the  number  of  hogs  over  a  year  ago,  but  cattle  herds  have  been 
maintained.    Numbers  of  laying  hens  show  a  10-percent  gain  over  1945  • 

Cattle ;    The  total  cattle  population  increased  by  11,182  head.    The  num- 
ber of  cows  increased  by  10,000  head  over  a  year  earlier,  but  the  number 
of  steers  declined  about  8  percent.    Heifers  over  2  years  old  show  a  7- 
percent  increase  while  yearling  heifers  show  a  3-percent  drop.    Some  in 
crease,  however,  is  shown  for  calves  retained  for  breeding. 

Hogs:    Hog  numbers  declined  from  697,594  in  1945  to  654,253  in  1946.  This 
is  only  75  percent  of  the  1939  level.     Numbers  of  sows  are  down  5  percent 
from  19^5  to  a  total  of  58.651. 

Horses:  There  were  151,941  horses  enumerated,  a  gain  of  2  percent  over 
1945  •    The  increase  was  heaviest  in  the  draft  animals  over  k  years  old. 

Poultry:    Numbers  of  laying  hens  reached  3,262,228,  the  highest  since 
1941  and  a  gain  of  10  percent  over  1945.    In  addition  there  were  about 
1.5  million  chicks  reported,  compared  with  1.3  million  a  year  earlier. 


SWITZERLAND;    Livestock  numbers, 


Kind 

1939 

1941 

19^5 

•  1946 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

head  ; 

head 

head 

head 

Cattle  - 

Total   

1,7H 

:  1,461 

:  1,^72 

Cows  

926 

863 

805 

:  815 

Hogs  

880 

764  . 

698 

:  654 

Hor  se  s  

:::.:::;«/ 

i4o 

Ikk  • 

149 

152 

Chickens  

 :  a/ 

5,554  : 

3,752  : 

4,492 

5,043 

a/  1936 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
CLIP  LARGER 

Australia's  new  wool  clip  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  (exclusive  of 
wool  exported  on  skins)  will  total  approximately  917  million  pounds, 
greasy-wool  equivalent,  for  the  new  season  beginning  July,  according  to 
the  preshearing  estimate  just  announced  by  Australian  National  Council 
of  Wool  Selling  Brokers.    This  is  an  increase  of  approximately  4  percent 
above  the  unusually  small  clip  of  the  preceding  season,  which  was  reduced 
by  drought  to  the  lowest  level  since  1927-28. 

This  preshearing  estimate  of  the  new  clip  was  made  at  the  joint  con- 
ference of  representatives  of  wool  growers  and  brokers  held  in  Australia. 
This  marks  the  resumption  of  the  prewar  practice  of  holding  a  conference 
each  June  to  determine  pre-eeason  estimates  of  wool  production.    These  es- 
timates exclude  wool  exported  on  skins  which  is  included  in  the  official 
estimate  of  the  Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Census  and  Statistics. 

AUSTRALIA:    Wool  production,  greasy-wool  basis, 


 1946  with  comparisons  

Season        :  :  :    Total    :    Exported  : 

beginning      :  Shorn      .:  Pulled    : shorn  and:         on  :  Total 

July  1        :  :  :    pulled  :        skins  :  

:  Million  :  Million  :    Million:      Million  :  Million 

:  pounds     :  pounds     :    pounds  :      pounds  :  pounds 

Averages           :  :  :  :  : 

1934-1938  ..:  888.7  :  50.4    :       939.1:         56.2  :  995.3 

1939-19^2  ..:  1,032.0  :  82.2    :    1, 114.2:         25.5  :  1,137-9 

1943   :  a/       :  a/      :b/l,151.0:c/      18.0  :    1,169. 0 

1944   :  a/        :  a/      :b/    97.5-0  :c/      15.O  :b/  990.0 

1945   :  a/       :  a/      :b/    880.0:c/     25,0  :b/  905.O 

1946  d/  :  a/        :  a/      :        916.0:  a/  :  a/ 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  where  indicated  by  footnote, 
a/    Not  available,    b/    Preliminary  estimates  of  Office  of  Foreign  Ag- 
ricultural Relations,    c/    Estimates  based  on  exports  of  wooled-sheep 
skins  and  an  average  weight  of  wool  per  skin,     d/  Preliminary. 

Pastures  in  New  South  Wales  in  late  autumn  (May)  were  in  need  of 
more  rain  to  ensure  winter  feed  for  the  new  season  1946-47.     In  some  parts 
of  the  northern  and  northwestern  sheep  areas,' rains  were  urgently  needed 
to  bring  on  fresh  green  feed  for  the  winter  months.    The  situation  in 
Queensland  has  deteriorated  somewhat.    The  central  areas  have  become  dry 
and  require  substantial  rains  before  the  winter  seasop.  commences.  Rain 
and  mild  fall  weather  combined  to  confirm  good  seasonal  prospects  for 
Victoria  and  South  Australia. 

Autumn  lambing  throughout  Australia  has  been  much  better  than  a  year 
ago  as  a  result  of  greatly  improved  feed,  conditions,  but  it  is  expected  to 
take  several  years  of  good  seasonal  conditions  before  Australian  flocks  of 
sheep  recover  from  the  losses  sustained  in  1944-45. 
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BRITISH  WOOL  CONSUMPTION, 
IMPOSTS  BELOW  PREWAR 

Consumption  of  wool  (sheep's)  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  12-month 
period  ending  August  1945  amounted  to  275  million  pounds,  clean-scoured 
basis,  according  to  information  recently  released  by  the  Beard  of  Trade. 
This  was  only  slightly  above  the  lowest  wartime  level  of  271  million 
pounds  in  1943-44.    The  quantity  consumed  in  the  first  6  months  of  1945-46 
equaled  62  percent  of  the  12-month  consumption  in  1944-45,  indicating  a 
higher  level  in  1945-46. 

The  labor  supply  for  the  industry,  which  was  greatly  curtailed  during 
the  war,  as  a  result  cf  the  needs  of  the  armed  forces  and  munition  factories, 
is  still  short  but  was  increasing  in  late  1945  and  early  1946. 

Consumption  declined  gradually  during  the  war  from  558  million  pounds 
(roughly  a  little  over  1  billion  pounds  grease  basis)  in  1939-40.  Strictly 
comparable  figures  are  not  available  for  the  prewar-  years ,  but  during  the  5 
years  (1934-1938)  the  quantity  of  foreign  and  domestic  wool  retained  in  the 
United  Kingdom-  averaged  4ll  million  pounds  annually  on  a  clean-scoured 
basis . 

The  proportion  of  crossbred  wool  consumed  during  wartime  was  somewhat 
larger  than  that  of  merino  wool  until  1944-45  when  the  situation  "was  re- 
versed.    East  India  wool  (carpet  type)  represented  only  a  small  propor- 
tion of  total  consumption  and  in  1943-44  fell  to  only  3  percent  of  the 
total,  reflecting  the  lack  of  strategic  importance. 


UNITED  KINGDOM:     Consumption  of  wool  in  the  textile 

industry,  1945-46  with  comparisons 
 (Clean-scoured  basis)  


September 

Sheep 

s  wool 

Hair,'  noils, 

to 
Augus  t 

Mer  ino 

Cross- 
bred and 
others 

East 

India 

wool 

Total 

, tops,  wastes, 
.shoddies , 
hair,  etc. 

Grand 
total 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

1939-  40   : 

1940-  41   

1941-  42   

1942-  43   : 

1943-  44   

1944-  45   

1945-  46  a/.. 

224.4 
165.3 
158.9 

:  130.4 
126.8 

:  133.8 
84.6 

292.6 
225.3 
178.9 
166.1 
135.4 
:  128.3 
:  78.6 

41.0 

32.3 
:  19.9 

13.5 
9.2 

12.9 
:  7.6 

558.0 
422.9 

357.7 
310.0 

•  271.4 

•  275.0 

;  170.8 

:      221.5  : 
222.4  : 
:      186.6  : 
:      149.4  : 
:  128.0 
v     108.0  : 
:  60.9 

779.5 
645.3- 
544.3' 
459.4 
:  398.4 
383.0  - 
231.7 

Compiled  from  official  sources 

a/ 

September  to  March. 

Imports  of  raw  v.'ool  (actual  weight  of  greasy,  scoured,  and  aliped  . 
wool)  on  a  calendar-year  basis  reached  a  peak  of  1,075  million  pounds  in 


446 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  52,  No.  29 


19^0,  compared  with  881  million  pounds  in  1938,  the  last  prewar  year. 
Thereafter  imports  declined  to  the  wartime  low  of  270  million  in  1943. 
A  substantial  increase  occurred  in  1944  and  194-5  to  around  500  million 
pounds  annually,  "but  this  is  still  below  the  prewar  and  early  wartime 
level.    Imports  for  the  first  4  months  of  1946  were  16  percent  above  the 
same  months  of  1945. 

Normally  not  all  of  the  wool  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  is 
retained.    Part  of  the  wool  was  reexported  principally  to  nearby  European 
countries.    The  quantity  reexported  in  1938  amounted  to  257  million  pounds 
and  in  1938  to  197  million  pounds.    This  movement  fell  off  sharply  after 
1939  to  70  million  pounds  in  I9U0  and  to  only  1  million  in  1941. 

UNITED  KINGDOM:    Imports  of  raw  sheep's  wool  by  types, 
1945  with  comparisons  a/ 


Calendar 
year 

Merino 

!  Crossbred 

!  Other 

!  Total 

:  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

.  Million 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds 

1938  

:       451.7  ' 

379.0 

50.6 

:  881.3 

1939   

413.2 

:  430.9 

:  56.4 

:  900.5 

I9U0   

:  676.I 

351.0 

48.3 

.  1,075.4 

194 1   

:  109.8 

197.1 

24.0  : 

330.9 

1942   ; 

223.9  : 

166.4 

:  20.7 

411.0 

1943   ■ 

136.9 

121.4  : 

11.2 

:  269.5 

1944   : 

287.6 

199.2 

21.7 

508.5 

1945   

365.4  : 

113.4  : 

18.7  : 

497.5 

a/  Details  are  not  available  for  converting  to  clean- scoured  basis  but 
the  Imperial  Economic  Committee  estimated  imports  for  1938  on  that  basis 
at  550  million  pounds,  or  roughly  62  percent  of  the  actual  weight  imported 
that  year. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


TEADE  CONTROLS 


Nicaragua's  Export  Control  Commission  has  suspended  the  granting 
of  export  permits  for  beans  and  rice  until  new-crop  estimates  for  1946-47 
can  be  made . 

Iraq,  by  Supply  Ministry's  Notification  No.  51  of  June  10,  1946, 
abolished  the  requirement  for  an  import  license  for  oat  products,  cocoa 
powder,  fruit  pulp  other  than  citrus,  dried-"bean  products,  baby  foods 
containing  milk  products,  essential  oils,  edible  starch,  and  a  few  others 
imported  from  Sterling  Area  countries. 
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GRAINS ,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  (con't) 

ARGENTINE  WHEAT 
MILLINGS  SET  RECORD 

Wheat  milled  in  Argentina  during  the  calendar  year  1945  exceeded  all 
previous  grindings,  according  to  recent  reports.     Millings  continued  at 
a  high  rate  during  the  first  half  of  1946  on  the  "basis  of  unofficial  estimates 
The  record  figure  of  97,737,000  "bushels  of  wheat  ground  at  an  extraction  rate 
of  71  percent  yielded  41,645,000  hundred  weight  of  flour.    Flour  exports, 
though  larger    than  average,  did  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the  expanded 
flour  output,  and  increased  per  capita,  consumption  is  indicated. 


ARGENTINA:  Wheat  milled,  flour  production,  and  exports, 
 1945  with  comparisons   


Wheat 
nroduction 

*/ 

Wheat  milled 

Flour 

Year  • 

Quantity 

As 

percentage 
of 

production 

Produced 

Exported 

Average  - 
1929-1933 
1934-1938 

1939  .... 

1940  .... 
1941   J 

1942  ....  ; 

1943    1 

1944    : 

1945  ....  : 

1,  000 
"bushels 

240,899 
225,152 
379,142 

130,733  : 
299,458  i 
238,349  i 
235,157  ; 
249,855  : 
150,108  : 

1,000 
"bushels 

67,987 
.      73,865  . 
:     79,038  • 
:  76,305 
:     73,236  ; 

77,683  ) 
:     80,578  . 
•     92,152  : 

:     97,737  : 

Percent 

:  28.2 
:  32.8 

20.9 
:  58.7 

25.1  j 

32.7  j 

34.3 

36.9  : 
65.I 

:  1,000 
:      "bags  "b/ 

:  23,681 
:  31,654 
:  33,700 
:  32,093 
!         32,334  j 

33,406  ; 
:         35,141  . 

40,234  : 
:         41,645  : 

1, 000 
hags  h/ 

:  2,135 
:  2,019 

•  2,176 
:  1,560 

956 

1,317 
1,860 

•  4,877 
3,944 

Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 

a/  Wheat  harvest  "beginning  late  in  the  preceding  year,     h/  Bags  of  100  pounds. 

Milling  activity  in  Argentina  shows  a  marked  increase  since  1941,  with 
the  output  for  "both  1944  and  194?  more  than  30  percent  above  the  average  flour 
outturn  for  the  10  years  ended  with  1938.     The  milling  extraction  rate  has  not 
changed  significantly  over  a  period  of  years.     The  19^5  rate  of  71  percent  is 
the  lowest  reported  since  1940.     The  highest  rate  on  record  was  72.7  percent, 
the  figure  reported  for  both  1 94  3  and  1944. 

Exports  of  flour  during  194?  arc  placed  at  3.9  million  bags.     At  that 
figure  the  movement  was  almost  twice  the  average  during  I929-I938,  though 
somewhat  less  than  the  4.9  million  bags  reported  for  1944. 

Apparent  percapita  consumption  for  1945  was  about  275  pounds  of  flour, 
compared  with  230  pounds  during  the  average  period. 


